?Disab]edal'e losin

Almost 65%
say access law
isn't helping

By Jack Giflum
USA TODAY

Despite the protections of
the Americans with Disabilities
Act, which was designed to
make their lives easier, there js

ﬁf Gwing pessimism among the

isabled, suggests a new sur-
vey by an advocacy group,

Increastng numbers don't
expect their lives to improve,
the survey shows, and many
helieve that their disabifity pre-

full capacity in life. - _
“Imagine Jiving your life
thinking that your future will
never get better,” says Mary
Dolan, vice president of the

ability, the survey's sponsor.

ing specific remedies but js
calling far greater understand-
ing of the difficulties faced by

“take. them. to heart” she

vents them from reaching their
- dents said _th?y

National Organization on Dis- :
“from 58% in 2000,
The ofganization 1sn't push- -

people with disabilitles.
"We're asking for Congress, -
the media and policymakers

tolook at these nunibers angd

says. Dolan says her group

aims to “identify key fssugs |-

to those who can make a dif-
ference” at both federal and
locat levels,

About 50 million Ameri-
cans live with somie disabil-
ity, the US. Census Bureay
‘reported in 2003, The new .
survey, by research group
Harris Interactive, tallied re-
sponses from more than
2,000 telephone and online
interviews, The margin of

ercor is 3 percentage points..

Among findings:

> 41% of disagl_cd respon-
didn't expect
thelr quality of life to improve,
up from 35% in 2000.

» 64% said the Americans
with Disabilities Act has made
na diffesrence in their fives, up

But that could stem from ig-
norance of ADA legislation,
says Andy Imparato, a lawyer
with the American Association

Veom ity

‘- The Hamis Injeractive surveyinciud-

‘ed 1,267 people with djsabilities,
988 without, and shawe significany -

differencesin theirviews:
8 With disabilities =
- R Without disabifities X
‘How satisfied are you with life
in general? _ .
Very satisfied

e .

Wil your quality of life get better
OF WOISE i ;_hc'ncq’ql: fouryears?

Will ger better

© cuted properly,

Oy Alclingep Gonilés, USA TODAY

of Peaple With: Di_sa‘bi!-it_iés_.: f
Some Americaps, he says,

"have nio clue about what the -
- ADAis or what it's done

Without the act, which was -
signed into law by the first
. Prestdent Bush in 7990, there
would be no accessible buses,
he says, or-no Braille signs or
vequired wheelchalr ramps. -
Sarah Burke, an office assis-
. tant at a Denver brokerage

‘disabled.

- firm, has-used a wheelchair.
_since she was 17, She says -
~ that the ADA has improved’
her life but that sometimes.
 disability statutes aren't exe- .
. She recalls times when a
ramp: was too steep er too
narrow: for her chair. "l
-wauld tip over backward on
a fot of them,” : _
She believes she has been
denied promotions hecause
of her disabifity and says it's-
~hard to change jobs at 56."F
I went into E Miltion places-
and if they saw me in a

- wheelchair, they'd probably

S3y'no, “shesays.

"l don't expect any special
favors, T want to be treated
like everyoneelse® , -
Dthers say there is-i"need to

better understand thie laws in:
lace, At45 and blind from dia-
ates, Bill McMahon of Fra-
mingham, Mass, say he s frus-
trated when he sifts throughv
ADA literature, Regulation
baoklets that are “inches

-, thick” make it hard for people -

to understand the rights of the

i’fC

' .
:!

L

g optimism, survey shows

“The majority of Americans
want soniething as quick and
easy as possible” to look at,

McMahon says. .
The sour numbers in the

. survey also are reflective of to-

dar's ‘economics; many - dis-
abled people are iiyin_g inpov-
e;%lmpara[o says, ) ’

And the. cricture af malaise .
st limited to the disabled
these days when terrorisn and
the Irag) war weigly on people’s
minds: "In geperal, America Is
less secure, less optimistic.”

Jeff Rosen, policy director for
the government’s National
Council en Disability, would
likg to see better coordination
among federal services but
Foin_ts to ADA's successes since

ts inception 14 years ago.
"We're seeing the evohution of
people with disabilities, We've
Just started aur journey”

It’s a top-down approach of
legisiation and understanding,
advocates say. “Theres muc
work to-be done," Dolan sars: :
*On a daily basis, p_eoF_le with
disabilities are not hilflitng
their potential. That's some- |
thing we take very seriously” . -

ne 29 US%T&/&:% ;



